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TEXT DISCURS 

 

Benvinguts, bienvenidos, zapraszamy /zaprazame/, welkom /velcom/, 

üdvözöljüc /údvajaiic/, välkommen /válcomen/, bienvenue /biénveniú/, 

bem-vindo /bénvindu/  

 

I hope all of you had a nice trip coming to Vilafranca. My name is Miquel 

Medialdea and I am the Youth Councillor in Vilafranca.  

 

Welcome to Vilafranca del Penedès and to its city hall. Where we are now 

is called the “Saló de sessions” or  also known as the “Saló de Plens”. Here 

it is where the Full Municipal Council meets every month to discuss about 

local policy. Full Municipal Council is made up of twenty-one councillors 

that are elected in municipal elections by Vilafranca’s residents every four 

years. The Full Municipal Council is the city’s highest representative political 

body and the Mayor leads it. Its powers and duties include approving the 

municipal budget and decide the main lines of the municipal action plan. 

 

Vilafranca del Penedès, our city, was born in the early 12th century, a long 

time ago from now. In the middle of the 14th century a series of calamities, 

epidemics and wars had a strong and bad impact on our town. But, 

gracefully we overcame this period. In the second part of the last century, 



Vilafranca underwent its major growth. It became home to different 

industries and the wine and cava sector experienced broad development. 

Vilafranca today, eight centuries after it was founded, is home of wine 

culture between its gothic architecture. But I am sure you will discover it 

very soon with the activities your leaders have prepared for you.    

 

Visiting our small town will make you feel comfortable because its 

friendship and personality. Wine and folklore culture are spread around all 

the streets and squares of our town, Vinseum, Casal de la Festa Major, 

Castellers and so on. I beg you to discover them. 

 

Winegrowing has accompanied the evolution of Vilafranca which despite 

suffering the phylloxera outbreak in the 19th century, entered the 20th 

century with winegrowing and winemaking as the first source of wealth in 

the Penedès. Wine in the Penedès is, therefore history, tradition and 

culture, as well as future.  

 

This week you are going to talk about Europe, art and culture. When I was 

preparing this speech I wonder whom could resume all these things, and 

one name came to my head, Pau Casals. 

 

Pau Casals said “Music, this marvellous universal language, would have to 

be a source of communication between all people”. He was born in the 

Penedès and was one of the 20th century’s greatest cellists as one of the 

finest performers and orchestra conductors.  



 

The outcome of the Spanish Civil War obliged him to go into exile, as so 

much people does nowadays, setting first in France and later in Puerto Rico 

(where he died). In addition to his extraordinary career as a musician, Pau 

Casals was always a staunch defender of peace, justice and freedom. 

 

In 1971 the Secretary-General of the United Nations awarded Pau Casals 

the U.N. Peace Medal. I would like to read you a piece of the speech Pau 

Casals gave to express his gratitude:  

 

“Peace has always been my greatest concern. I learnt to love it when I was 

but a child. When I was a boy, my mother - an exceptional, marvellous 

woman -, would talk to me about peace, because at that time there were 

also many wars. What is more, I am Catalan. Catalonia had the first 

democratic parliament, well before England did. And the first United 

Nations were in my country. At that time - the Eleventh Century - there was 

a meeting in Toluges - now France - to talk about peace, because in that 

epoch Catalans were already against, AGAINST war. That is why the United 

Nations, which works solely towards the peace ideal, is in my heart, because 

anything to do with peace goes straight to my heart.” 

 

He finished his speech playing with the cello a melody from Catalan folklore, 

El cant del ocells, The Song of the Birds. He said “Birds sing when they are 

in the sky, they sing: Peace, peace, peace”. 

 



So with these words I want to finish my speech… peace, peace, peace. The 

future of the European Union depends on the youth, the future of the 

European Union depends on you. 

 

Thanks for listening me, and I hope you will have a great time in Vilafranca 

and I wish you will come to visit us again in the future. 

 

-The end- 

Miquel Medialdea 

Regidor de Joventut 

Vilafranca del Penedès, 11 d’abril de 2017 
 

 

 

 

Heal the world 

Make it a better place 

For you and for me 

And the entire human race 


